
Greetings Parents and Guardians of PAHS, 

 

I wanted to take a moment to clarify how we will be assessing and grading students in the 4th 

Marking Period here at PAHS.  Our goals moving forward are multi-faceted.  First, we seek to 

recognize and accommodate students and families who are in unique and difficult circumstances 

at home that may make learning in a virtual environment very difficult.  One thing that has 

become clear in these trying times is that not everyone has been impacted equally.  Some have 

endured major struggle while others have been fortunate to proceed with life only under unique 

circumstances.  We want to ensure we take those students and families who are struggling into 

account as we finish out the 2019-2020 school year.  But we also seek to encourage and motivate 

those students who are ready and able to continue learning.  We want students to progress and 

thrive despite these circumstances whenever possible.  We are blessed with a faculty and staff 

who are more than willing and able to provide opportunities for everyone.  With those goals in 

mind, we have several guiding themes and policies moving into the fourth marking period.  

 Please review them below: 

 During the 4th marking period, teachers will still assign work as previously 

communicated, set due dates and record numerical grades in their Canvas gradebooks and 

in Skyward.   These grades will be shared with students and families. Final grades for 

each course will include a fourth marking period grade.  

 

 Final Exams at PAHS for this year will be project-based rather than the traditional testing 

of years past, with the opportunity for exemption. 

 

 If a student’s fourth marking period grade is higher than or equal to a prior marking 

period grade, the student will receive that grade.  

o For example,  

 Marking Period 1: 90% 

 Marking Period 2: 80% 

 Midterm: 72% 

 Marking Period 3: 70% 

 Marking Period 4 Earned: 80% (this grade is kept) 

 

 If a student’s fourth marking period grade is lower than the lowest prior marking period 

grade, we will adjust their fourth marking period grade to lowest prior marking 

period grade. This adjustment will be contingent on the student completing their final 

culminating project. We understand that students should be motivated to continue to 

achieve in the fourth marking period, but we also understand that it would be unfair to 

punish a year’s worth of work in one marking period given the circumstances. 

o For example, 

 Marking Period 1: 90% 

 Marking Period 2: 80% 



 Midterm: 72% 

 Marking Period 3: 70% 

 Marking Period 4 Earned: 60% (adjusted to a 70%, after completing 

culminating project) 

 

 Final Exams at PAHS for this year will be project-based rather than the traditional testing 

of years past.  However, not all students will be required to complete these projects.  

Details on who will be required to complete them and who will be exempt can be found 

below:  

o Regardless of individual marking period grades, if at the end of marking period 4 

a student has achieved a 90% or higher overall, the student will be exempt from 

the final (then if any marking period 4 adjustments need to occur, they would 

happen upon the completion of the final project).  

 For Example,  

 Marking Period 1: 89% 

 Marking Period 2: 91% 

 Midterm: 87% 

 Marking Period 3: 91% 

 Marking Period 4 Earned: 91% 

 Overall grade (without the Final Project): 90% 

 This student is exempt from the final project. 

 For Example,  

 Marking Period 1: 89% 

 Marking Period 2: 91% 

 Midterm: 87% 

 Marking Period 3: 91% 

 Marking Period 4 Earned: 72% 

 Overall grade (without the Final Project): 86% 

 This student is not exempt from the final project, but once the 

final project is completed, the Marking Period 4 grade will be 

adjusted to an 89% (the lowest marking period grade).  

o AP Courses: Regardless of individual marking period grades, if at the end of 

marking period 4 a student has achieved a 75% or higher overall (prior to marking 

period 4 adjustments) and the student sits for the AP exam corresponding to their 

AP course, the student is exempt from a the final exam project. 

The weight of each marking period, midterm and final will remain the same. For most everyday 

courses, each marking period is worth 20% of a student’s overall grade, with the midterm as 10% 

and the final project as 10%. If a student is exempt from the final project, the student would 

receive the overall final grade for that remaining 10%. If a student does not compete the final 

project, no grade adjustments will occur and the student would receive a 20% for the final 

project grade.  



If you have any questions regarding this new practice please do not hesitate to reach out to your 

child’s school counselor or me.  We will be happy to provide any clarification that is needed.  

The goal is to place the students in the best possible situation to be successful under some of the 

most challenging circumstances.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

Dr. Craig L. Parkinson 

 

 

 


